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when you read their stories.
Also featured are Eagles who give service in other ways.
Teachers. Our cheer squad. The young men on our Eagles
football team and the thrill-a-minute ride they provided us
this year.

Perspective, a magazine for alumni and friends of Eastern Washington
University, is published in September, February and June by University
Relations and mailed free in the U.S. to all alumni of record.
A complete online version of this issue is available at
www.ewu.edu/perspective

Oh - and alumni Jess and Ralph Walter. We haven't quite
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figured out how to categorize the service they provide, but
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we're working on it.
We salute all of our Eagles. Even the Walter brothers .
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Service is the rent we pay for the privilege ofliving on this earth.
-

Shirley Chisholm, first African American woman elected to Congress

eople can give service in many ways. Yet, when a firefighter enters a burning structure, a soldier
moves into a battle zone, a police officer responds to an emergency call - theirs is a level of
service many others are not prepared to give.
Their uniforms identify them immediately. You know instantly who they are and what they are about.
What they do is persona l and dangerous and makes an impact in ways that few others of us can .
There has been and continues to be a number of graduates of Eastern Washington University who
choose lives of frontline service. You'll meet a few of them here. These Eagles in uniform live and
work every day paying the rent Shirley Chisholm speaks of.

Lt. Tracie Duncan
Army Nurse
Madigan Medical Center, Ft. Lewis
Tacoma, Washington

.. .

. . - .
~~• here are traditions and there are

traditions.

It's the kind of service she appreciates. "As a nurse, you can really

"We always talked medical and military

give to people. As an Army nurse, you can give to those who have given

things over dinner," said Tracie Duncan,

in larger ways."

a 1999 graduate of Freeman High School just
south of Spokane. "I always liked the military.

There's a deep and rich history of military and medical service in
Tracie's family. Great-grandfather Howard Palmer was a medic in WWI.
Grandfather Willard Duncan was an infantryman and POW in WWII.

I'm used to it, I understand it, I grew up in it.

Father Tony Duncan was a drill sergeant in the Army for 21 years and

Besides, the Army health care system is the best

served two tours of duty in Vietnam . Mother Debbie Duncan was an

in the world ."

Army nurse for 22 years; grandmother Phyllis VanTin also was a nurse.
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From her time as a junior volunteer at the Veteran's Hospital in

speaks softly when she remembers Iraq :

Spokane (" It was a big deal for me to take care of them because I

"We'd see kids whose wounds were too much, who were not

respect what they gave to our country") to her high school job as a

going to make it through the night. I'd hold their hands and just be

nursing assistant at St. Luke's Extended Care Center, Tracie always

with them. Back home, in an ICU, their families would have been

knew what she wanted to do with her life.

able to be there. But, in that place and that situation , when their

She was drawn to EWU because of the nursing curriculum, quality ROTC program and closeness to her family in Valleyford, Wash .
Commissioned as an Army nurse in 2002, she was deployed in
2003 to Kuwait _and later to Camp Anaconda in Balad, Iraq, where
she w orked as a staff nurse in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU).
" We got some of the most serious injuries there," she said . " I
had good friends before I went to Iraq, but I've never had bonds

families were far away, in their final moments, I was honored to act
as their surrogate family. It was so powerful, both a horrible and an
awesome feeling.
"I remember every single face of every soldier I took care of. They
seemed so young ."
Tracie is 24. She will be deployed soon, again to the Middle East.
"This isn't a job for me, " she said, "it's a responsibility."

with people like I had there. It was the best and the worst experience of my life."
Now working in the surgical open heart ICU at Ft. Lewis, Tracie

Ed Crawford
'80 M .P.A. public adm inistration
Chief, Kent Police Department
Kent, Washington
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d Crawford could have retired years ago.

E

As deputy chief of the Washington State
Patrol with 25 years of service, it would

Technically, he did retire from that job, but he moved on to the
Kent Police Department, where he has been chief since 1991 .
"Sure, there are bad guys and bad things that happen , but
what you get to do in law enforcement is to help people, provide

have been easy. But, he was 47 at the time and

for their safety, make society better," he said. "These are good

had a lot more he wanted to do.

and warm things ."

Continued on page 6

www.ewu.edu
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Continued from page 5

A career serving the public didn't start out on such a positive note
for Seattle native Ed Crawford . He enlisted in the Coast Guard as a
teenager because, while he hadn't gotten into serious trouble, he
knew he was headed that way. "I found in the service the direction
I wanted to go in ."

~ .nlte.

At age 22, the first day after being discharged from the
military, he started his career with the Washington State Patrol, serv-
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ing in cities all across the state.
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Determined to get an education that would underpin his law en-
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forcement work, he earned a liberal arts baccalaureate degree from
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Ft. Wright College in Spokane, a master's of public administration
from Eastern and a law degree from the University of Puget Sound
- all while working full time.
He was impressed by the lengths Eastern faculty went to help
him complete his studies, especially when he was allowed to
finish up by correspondence after being transferred to Seattle during
his final quarter.
"They did their best to help working people like me get an
education," he noted .
Not only has the education
benefited him personally, he said,
but it has provided the kind of
credentials that are important
as he strives to help the public
better understand the role of law
enforcement.

When the public
knows the police
better, they are more
likely to seek help
and have trust. I'm
working on that.

Maj. Bentley G. Williams"'
'88 B.A. communications
Army National Guard
248th Rear Area Operations Center
currently deployed to Mosul, Iraq

What may be the catalyst for
that commitment is a moment he terms as life-defining. It wasn't
a big thing as police experiences go, but it was for him.
"I was with the Patrol in Spokane and I had stopped to help a
grandpa and his wife with a disabled truck. Two boys, maybe 6
and 7, were with them, and I could see they were scared when
they saw me. I took a couple of minutes to say 'hi' to them and to chat.
It was a small, gentle conversation, and I think it changed how they
looked at the police from that time forward."
Ed said he believes people want to love and have pride in the police
who serve them, "but sometimes our own employees don't let that hap-

entley Williams came from his home
in Tacoma to play footb all at Eastern.
Recruited as a defensive back, he played
1984-86 and was on the first Eastern team
ever to go on to Division I-AA postseason
play (in 1985, beating Idaho 42-38, losing to

pen . That's a challenge. Still, if we don't have good policing in America,
things won 't go well for us. When the public knows the police better,
they are more likely to seek help and have trust. I'm working on that."
Like he said earlier, the now 62-year-old Ed Crawford still has
things he wants to do .

Northern Iowa 17-14).
At Eastern, Bentley found a role model in Dick
Zornes, who was then head football coach.
"He was hard but passionate, and he believed in me,"
Bentley said. "He had been a defensive back also, and we
had a rivalry going. I wanted to excel at anything I did,

6
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In Iraq - (above left) inside one of Saddam Hussein's palaces and (right) at a tank graveyard at Forward Operating Base Marez.

especially if he had done it. He challenged me constantly.
He had gone through ROTC but didn't finish, so I knew
I had to do it - and finish it."

seas, but like other families, we are coping," he said .
Bentley knows first-hand the high price of service in
Iraq. He was stationed at Forward Operating Base Marez in

And so, he did.

Mosul this past Dec. 21 when a noontime suicide attack at

"I dreamed of playing in the Canadian Football League,

the mess tent took 24 lives. "I was one of the responders

but it never happened. ROTC did, and it made a difference ."

to the situation," Bentley said . "Unbelievable, we lost some

Bentley now lives in Puyallup, Wash., with his wife Cindy

young people with all the promise in the world."

and children, Karli, 5, and Caden, 4. He works as a pharmaceu-

Much of his commitment to service in the Guard has

tical representative for Aventis Pharmaceuticals and is a major

to do with his love for his community and how the Guard

in the 248th Rear Area Operations Center of the Army Na-

helps in times of emergency in the state .

tional Guard, which is responsible for base defense and force

"Washington is my home," he said. "If there are fires or

protection . He likes serving in the Guard, he said, because it's a

riots, if Mount St. Helens erupts or things like that occur, I

chance to work on leadership and influence young people.

feel the responsibility to be there to help."

"I enjoy belonging to a team still," he said. "Football
never lets you get away from team concepts. I grew up in

None of this surprises Dick Zornes.
"Bentley was a really, really good football player on a really,

a single parent environment with my mom Frances Wil-

really good team, and a heck of a good student besides," Zornes

liams, who is now deceased and who was my biggest fan. I

said. "He was also a person who came here on scholarship and

consider that being in the Guard, I can be a role model

got a few breaks along the way. It's very much in his character

myself now for young people who may not have had all the

to want to serve in the Guard and give back like this ."

benefits and advantages growing up . "
His unit was activated in 2003 and deployed to Iraq . He
is scheduled to come home this winter. "I did not imagine as
a National Guardsman, I would be put into a position over-

Eagles in Uniform continued on page 8
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A natural leader, she also excelled in javelin competition as an
Eagle track and field athlete. In the spring of her senior year, Becky
faced a daunting trifecta - the end-of-college crush preparing to
graduate, studying to pass the rigorous two-day Police Training
Academy screening and getting ready for the Big Sky Conference Championship javelin competition in Bozeman, Mont.
After competing in Bozeman, she rushed back in the mid'03 B.A. criminal justice
Deputy
Snohomish County Sheriff's Office
Everett, Washington

dle of the night for the first day of the screening. She
aced the written test and oral interviews before a
tough panel. In fact, the panelists later reported
that Becky's was the best interview ever.
Continuing to excel, she graduated in
March 2003 from the Police Training Academy with the top honors in her class, compiling the all-around highest score for academics,
firearms, physical fitness and defensive tactics.
Her achievement yielded a $30,000 scholarship/
reimbursement for police corps training .
She was hired that month as a deputy for the Snohomish County Sheriff's Office on Washington's west side .
While she shies away from tooting her own horn, Becky will tell
you -with great conviction - that on the job, she likes feeling that she
can help people - even criminals - in her jurisdiction .
"We see people at their worst and they're often lying to
us," she acknowledged. "But sometimes, people just need a
wake-up call and need to be arrested to help them undertand that they need to make better choices in their lives.
People need to realize that they make their own choices."
Having made her own choice to work in a fulfilling,
service-oriented job, Becky returned to Eastern last spring to tell
criminal justice students about her career. She told them that she

B

ecky Lewis was literally "driven" to her

career choice when, while she was attending Western Washington University, an

officer friend from her hometown of Ferndale,

Wash., took her for a ride in his cruiser.

believes patrol work, being constantly on the road, is the "nuts and
bolts" of the sheriff's department.
That first test drive as a student put her on the road to Eastern and, both literally and figuratively, into the right career for her.
About 15 to 20 percent of students in criminal justice at Eastern
also seek careers as traditional police officers . Others choose ju-

"It wasn't that the ride was anything too exciting," she remem-

venile justice, a psychology degree with an emphasis in criminal

bered, "but I really liked it. I loved the idea of a hands-on job where

justice or careers in investigation, criminal justice, the court system,

every day is different and you're not in an office all day."

federal law enforcement (FBI or CIA) or forensics .

She was hooked. She wanted to be a cop . Since Western
didn't offer a criminal justice degree, Becky transferred to Eastern
in her junior year and was pleased to find the EWU Criminal Justice
Program all she had hoped for.

Eastern Washington University

It's just a matter of what drives them .

because there's a lot to carry, you get
dirty and you just can't be a wimp,"
she said.
She was hired by the Kent Fire Department for "the best job in the
world. It's not always the nicest
or the most fun, but you can
change lives for the better.
"When no one knows who else
to call when they're in trouble, they call
the fire department, and someone comes
to help. I like being that someone. Do you
know how incredible it is to be able to
help people, to be able to do something
for someone else like that?"
Nearly 70 percent of fire department
\ calls are aid related, she said : "There is ev• • - - - - - ~.

erything from clearing roads of downed
trees after a windstorm to triaging
victims at a vehicle crash scene,
quelling house fires to resuscitating
a child pulled from a pool. No two
days are alike ."
As a student, Nikki worked in the President's Office. Dr. Alex Schilt was president
then, and she recalled how kindly he treated

he didn't grow up wanting to be a firefighter. Far from it. As a

people, how he spoke with strangers as if

matter of fact, Nikki Smith was kind of skinny and thought a

they were friends, how he knew the names

career in communications would be just the right direction for
her future. In a way, it was, in that it led her to her true passion.
After graduating from Eastern with a
degree in communications, Nikki's first job
was as an admissions counselor at a college

of everyone he had ever met.
"That's something that helped shape
me as a person, " Nikki said. "That was

and as a public educator with the SeaTac

a model for me in how you treat people.

Fire Department.

I try to do that now, no matter what the

"I loved teaching fire and life safety to

situation in my work."

the public," Nikki said. "I loved the fire de-

Nikki is married to Tony Smith, an

"My dad was career Army and retired

partment, I loved teaching, but after seven

electrician who is also an Army reservist.

in Medical Lake," she said . "I lived a bunch

years, I realized I didn't just want to teach

They live in Sumner, Wash., where Nikki

of places, but I really love Washington and

about it - I wanted to do it."

can see Mount Rainier outside her window

in West Virginia.

have a deep feeling for the outdoors. I'm
especially drawn to Mount Rainier."

So, she set about getting in better

every day.

shape, worked with a personal trainer in

So, she came home after two years

order to put on 25 pounds and learned a

and worked at a bank, as a dispatcher

lot of technical and mechanical skills before

for the Washington State Patrol in Everett

passing the firefighter's exam.

Eagles in Uniform continued on page 10
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fallout zone, and into the middle of known

Brig. Gen. Fred Wong (retired)

enemy territory. For hours, they moved cau-

'64 BA secondary education
Staff Director
Directorate of Human Intelligence
Defense Intelligence Agency
Fairfax, Virginia

tiously, battling fatigue and fear. A thick bank
of clouds decreased visibility and increased
the possibility of trigger-finger accidents.
"Sensing my concern and knowing the
very valid danger of moving in absolute and
total darkness, the captain spoke, 'Mac,
we've got to keep on the move. Stay in
touch with all units. Hands on shoulders if

While platoon leaders
pleaded with Capt. Wong to
stop as it became more difficult

I

t takes special training and natural leadership, fortitude, courage

where they came from to witness the bomb

and confidence to lead others successfully into battle, whether

strike that McCormick estimated covered

it's in a jungle or desert, hand-to-hand in the trenches - or from

behind a desk at a government agency.

the size of several fo0tball fields .
"The steadfast endurance of the men ...
under the leadership of Capt. Wong, had

Since 1952, Eastern's Department of

Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines, would

come through without the loss of any of

Military Science, the Fighting Eagle Battalion

launch a predawn air strike a few miles from

their people," McCormick reflected .

and its Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps

the battalion's sleepy campsite.

"When you're there, you're caught up

(ROTC) program, have made a difference to

"Unless we moved, and moved soon,

with the adrenaline of the situation," Fred

the country by developing leadership skills

there was little doubt we would be in harm's

remembered . "There's no time for fear.

for military and civilian careers .

way," McCormick says in his book. "Un-

You're engaged in the mission, doing what

"The officers who served on the ROTC

derstandably, getting orders to move in the

you're trained to do. It seemed scarier in the

staff during my college days created an en-

dead of night, in unfamiliar territory with

quiet moments later, when I had time to

vironment that molded my values for service

recent signs and evidence of enemy activity,

think, 'How did I do that?"'

in the military," said Fred Wong, who put his

was very risky.

In a lighter moment, an Eastern connec-

"Capt. Wong had to be troubled .

tion unexpectedly occurred, Fred recalled .

the frontline jungles of Vietnam. In two tours

Moving an element of our size in the dark

While in a dense Vietnam jungle, a mule

of duty, then-Capt. Wong led his battalions

with a combination of experienced and in-

skinner (in a large Chinook helicopter above)

into intense battles in those very jungles.

experienced men had the potential to draw

radioed Fred to let him know he had heard

friendly fire . All it takes is for one guy to

he was on the ground below him . It was

A Walk on the Sidewalk by David McCor-

get 'spooked' and anyone can be shooting

classmate Vern Austin ('64 B.A. physics).

mick, a command radiotelephone operator

at anyone."

Eastern ROTC training to the test 1968-69 in

One mission was described in the book

The Eastern connection continues today,

from Fred's Bravo Company 1st Battalion

Back-tracking on the trail they had used

as Fred said there is a "loose confederation of

27th Infantry. Late one night, they learned

the day before, Fred Wong led his battalion

EWU alumni" that he has been close to in the

that B-52 bombers, already airborne from

away from the campsite, out of the B-52

MarylandNirginia area, including Bob Morig

10
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From his tour of duty in Vietnam : (left) Capt. Wong at the Battalion Tactical Operations Center, (middle) inspecting a ri,~g'eshif
Cong mine that had been strung across the Saigon River and (right) going out on patrol with Bravo Company.
· '":;\

('63 B.A. chemistry, '73 M.S. biology), Reed

"In 1971, I assigned Capt. Wong as

After 31 years in uniform, Fred retired

Reavis ('65 B.A. sociology), retired Lt. Col.

Military Science Ill instructor, as I had been

from the military as a brigadier general (one

Dan Beyer ('74 B.A. management) and Brig.

his in the past, and he did an outstanding

of five Eastern grads who attained the rank

Gen. Neal Sealock ('74 B.A. military science).

job of motivating, training and recruiting

of general in the Army). However, he still

Some of those alumni were not Fred's

quality students," Darrell said. "Fred brought

works long days - in this post-9/11 world

ROTC classmates - they were his students.

a great amount of energy back into the

- as staff director for the Directorate of

When he returned from Vietnam, he was

program and successfully set the stage for

Human Intelligence, Defense Intelligence

assigned in 1970 as an ROTC instructor

the program's eventual production of two

Agency under the Secretary of Defense.

"'

at Eastern. From 1971 to 1973, he served

Olympic medal winners in shooting ."

It's a different battlefield, but the general

under Col. Darrell Irvin, one of Fred's own

Fred's respect for his former teacher,

professors of military science who also had

co-instructor and lifelong friend is recipro-

(To learn more about Fred Wong's experiences

been his appointed guardian when Fred

cal. "He was a great mentor," Fred said . "I

in Vietnam, read A Walk on the Sidewalk, available

had been an Eastern student - a long way

really learned a lot from him . My son's

in Eastern's JFK Library.)

from home and family in Hawaii.

middle name is Darrell to honor him."
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GetLit!
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The 7th Annual Inland NW

Literary Arts Festival

11\

is still committed to service.

" ... a spring literary festival with an author lineup that any
major metropolitan area would envy."
- The Seattle Times

Great seats are still available for
Get Lit! 2005, the region's premier
annual literary arts festival. See
keynote authors Robert Bly, Bob
Edwards, Salman Rushdie, Rita
Dove and David Sedaris.
Bob Edwards

EASTERN
WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY

Make your Get Lit! purchase at all TicketsWest outlets.
Call (800) 325-SEAT or online at www.ticketswest.com.
Tickets are subject to a service charge.

Visit www.ewu.edu/getlit
for complete festival details
and schedule of events.

www.ewu.edu
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the little engine that could, the EWU
Eagles football team reached improbable heights in the 2004 season.

ern like never before . When the official news came - that the

After an 0-2 start, the Eagles won nine of their last 11

championship event in Cheney - and we did it!" said Athletic

games, earning a share of the Big Sky Conference championship in the final game of the regular season, with a thrilling
overtime win at Montana State .

Eagles would have a playoff game at home on Dec. 4 against
Sam Houston State - things really kicked into gear.
"We had five days to pull off hosting our first-ever NCAA

Director Scott Barnes.
By game time on that cold December afternoon (the predicted snowstorm held off until the next day), the rei:1ovated

Two weeks later, Eastern captured the imagination of

Woodward Field and its brand new press box were ready fo r a

the region with another come-from-behind win, this time at

near-packed house for the game that would be broadcast live

top-ranked Southern Illinois University, 35-31, in the opening

across the nation on ESPN television .

round of the 1-AA football playoffs.
"People had a different perspective about Eastern on the
day after that SIU win," said University President Stephen Jor-

"This was unprecedented for Eastern, " said Barnes .
"Twenty million homes in the nation saw us, and there were
more true Eagle fans at Woodward Field than ever before ."

dan . "Unfortunately, there's nothing we could have done on the

Unfortunately, Eastern's season ended in a heartb reaker

academic side to create this kind of attention, other than have

that night at home. Sam Houston State turned the tables with

a Nobel Prize winner. Success on the athletic field puts us in the

a stunning come-from-behind win of its own , 35-34, on the

spotlight so people

can see what we do in the classroom."

Inland Northwest friends and alumni rallied around East-

12

final play, with no time left on the clock .
Through tears, in his postgame remarks, Coach Paul Wulff

Eastern Washington University

"'"'-------~-------'-'-------~--------- - -
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By Paul Seebeck

thanked everyone in the region who had supported the Ea-

As Barnes, his coaches, the Eagle Athletic Association,

gles . "I was thinking about all the fans in the stands and all

alumni and other supporters work toward increasing visibility

the people who helped us get better," he said. "That's how

and fund-raising revenues, Eastern has begun an examina-

any program gets built, through our efforts and through the

tion of how Eagle athletic funding compares to peer colleges .

support of fans and media ."

Eastern's Athletic Department operates on $2 million less

Now Eastern is looking forward to the challenge of sustaining its championship success next season and beyond,
and not just \n football . The Eagles flagship programs have

than the average of all Big Sky Conference schools .
"If we are going to continue to be successful, we have to
find new ways to support the programs," Dr. Jordan said .

a// won championships. The men's basketball team went to

The president of the University knows the tangible value

the NCAA basketball championship tournament last year, and

of what a national championship would mean for Eastern

women's volleyball has been a perennial conference power.

Washington University, based on this year's success, with EWU

And, this year, the women's soccer team emerged as 2004 Big

ranked in the top eight I-AA football programs in the country.

Sky Conference co-champion .

Off the field, there's much to do, a good portion of which
focuses on fund raising and marketing.
Said Coach Wulff: "We want to create enough excitement so that we won't always have to be 'the little engine
that could.' We didn't know until this year that we can play
with anybody in the country.
"And, frankly, we expect to compete for a national title ·
next fall."

"This football team created a huge buzz," Eastern's presi-

dent said . "A spill-over effect came with it. People who didn't
know about the University now say, 'Wow, there's a lot of
great things happening out there.'
"We always knew it. Now, the rest of the nation is finding
out, too."
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Jess (left) and Ralph Walter up close and 1person~I.
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ne drawback to Eastern's recent athletic success is that

Every Knee Shall Bow: The Truth and Tragedy

it has allowed alumni Jess and Ralph Walter to write an

of Ruby Ridge and the Randy Weaver Family,

ongoing (and somewhat ribald) series in The Spokes-

which was made into a miniseries for CBS . In

man-Review about their road trips with the basketball team to

all, he is the author of two nonfiction books,
three novels and dozens of stories, essays and

the first round of the NCAA Tournament in Kansas City and the

screenplays . His books are p~,,blished in eight

football team to its I-AA football playoff game in Cheney.

languages and among them are a New York
Times notable book of the year and a finalist

Ralph Walter attended EWU from 1987 to 1991, where he
w as the sports editor of The Easterner and the architect of its nationally renowned coverage of the fictitious EWU baseball team.
He graduated with a degree in journalism and worked as a sports
writer in Victorville, Calif., and at The Spokesman-Review in Spokane, before becoming an award-winning page designer. He currently is the deputy design editor of The Spokesman-Review and a

for a PEN Center literary award . His latest novel, Citizen Vince, will
be released in April. He lives in Spokane with his family.
Some time ago, we asked Jess and Ralph to interview each
other for Perspective. (Editor's note: What were we thinking?)
Four months after their deadline passed, we received in the mail
a "donation" of two quarters and a breath mint, and a tape, a
full transcript of which follows :

freelance sports writer for the Associated Press . An avid golfer and
bas ketball player, Ralph lives in Spokane.

Jess Walter majored in journalism and minored in English at
EWU, where he was a humor columnist for The Easterner. After

Perspective (Jess Walter): Okay, Ralph. I'll interview you first.

So, what do you remember about your time at Eastern?
Ralph Walter: The state hospital? I'm really not supposed to
talk about that.

graduating in 1987, he worked as a reporter for eight years at

Perspective: No. The University. The other place Mom and Dad

The Spokesman-Review. He left in 1995 to write his first book,

sent you for seven years . Let's talk about your journalism professors

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I
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Jess and Ralph Walter, Alumni Who Make Us:
(Check One)

Proud
Review Our Achnissions Criteria
_Very Afraid
_
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at EWU, Bill Stimson and Steve Blewett. What do you remember
about those guys?
Ralph: Oh, you know what ... I'm not allowed to mention that I
took classes from them. They got a court order.
Perspective: Okay ... Let's just look at your transcripts ... Wait,

is this right? You took only three classes in seven years. Twelve cred-

Ralph: Remember before, when you said butt? That was funny.
Say it again.
Perspective: Ralph, this is a chance to show your serious side,

the work you do with various charities, your interest in politics. Isn't
there anything you want to say?
Ralph: Butt butt butt.

its? What the hell's the matter w ith you? What did you do with the
money Mom and Dad gave you for college?
Ralph: College? No no. Collagen . I needed money for collagen.

Jess: Here. You interview me now.
Perspective: Okay. How do you turn this on?

Look at my lips . See how full they are. Don't I look like Angelina Jolie

Jess: What?

wi th a goatee?

Perspective: This tape player. How do you know if it's on?

Perspective: Let's change the subject. You're currently the

deputy design editor at The Spokesman-Review newspaper. What
is that, exactly?
Ralph: Well, it's a collection of news, information and sports
printed on thin paper and folded up intoPerspective: I know what a' newspaper is, (expletive deleted).

I'm asking what the deputy design editor does.
Ralph: Oh, well , I get up early and ride around on a bicycle
throwing papers on people's porchesPerspective: That 's a paper route. Are you telling me you're a

(exp letive deleted) paperboy?
Ralph: Paper man, my friend . Behold - the paper man!
Perspective: Oh, for God 's sake . Pull up your pants! Okay,
let's talk sports. In recent years, you've become a committed Eastern fan .

Ralph: I thought we weren't going to talk about the hospital.

Jess: Give that to me.
Perspective: Ah! Let go! Aah ! Bad touch! Bad touch!

Jess: It's on. Now ask me some questions.
Perspective: I really don't think it's on. It's not doing anything .

Jess: No, look. The little wheels are turning . That means it's on.
Perspective: Huh, we ll look at that. That's amazing. How do

they do that? Are there tiny mice in there?

Jess: Come on, Ralph. Ask me some questions. Here, I've prepared a list. Make sure you mention my awards and stuff so I look
smart and humble. Here, read this review from The London Times
and I'll pretend like I don't want to talk about it. Okay?
Perspective: Testing . Testing. One, two. No, I really don't think

it's on.

Jess: I'll answer the first question in French and afterward, you
just laugh and go on to the next question.
Perspective: Testing. Testing . Pour some su-gar on me-e-e-e!

Perspective: In the columns we've written about our EWU road

Jess: Will you please stop singing and ask me some questions!

trips, you are portrayed as a hard-drinking, skirt-chasing buffoon.

Ask me number 26; it's a two-part question about the influences in

Why would such an intelligent, thoughtful young man, a rising star

my work . These names are pronounced Sar-truh and Cam-000.

in the world of newspaper design, allow himself to be the butt of

Perspective: Donobody gotta Mr. Robotto.
Jess: At least ask about my favorite English and creative writing
professors at EWU, (Don) Wall and (John) Keeble and (Ursu la) Hegi.
Perspective: I'm the happeee-est girl in the who-o-ole USA!
Jess: Damn it, Ralph! Ask me someth ing before we run out of-

so many jokes?
Ralph: Ha! You sa id butt.
Perspective: I'm serious. What do you say to people who feel

that your sophomoric drinking humor reinforces the worst stereotype of the state college experience?

hey pump up the crowd at sporting events. They are
"on " the whole game - but their skills are only spotlighted for brief moments when the

other athletes take a breather during timeouts or at halftime. And theirs is a sport in
which injuries are common and constant.
They are the cheer squad, the athletes on the sidelines.
The 11 women and eight men on Eastern's cheer squad are as physically fit and dedicated as any other Eastern athletes. They practice several
hours a day three times a week during football and volleyball and basketball
seasons - August through May - and work in the weight room and/or do
aerobics besides in order to stay in condition .
This isn't pompons and dance routines. This is physically difficult, precise,
tough stuff that can generate a significant crowd "00000" factor - like when
three of the big guys throw Lianne Hirano, all 4-feet, 11-inches of her, 30 feet
in the air in a move called a basket toss . And catch her.
Lianne, a freshman dental hygiene major from Hilo, Hawaii, trusts that they
will indeed return her to earth safely after her sky-high gymnastic maneuver.
And they always do - even when a stunt goes wrong, like it did in practice this
winter when she was learning to do a back tuck at the apogee of the toss .
The team's "flier," she came down head first, off-angle and tucked in a ball,
but the guys caught her, even though the back-catcher Kevin Thornton,
a junior exercise science major from Renton, Wash ., wound up with a
bloody nose and fat lip as her shoe raked across his face.
"This is a serious sport," said Coach Michelle Wilson ('95 B.A. elementary education and a former Eastern cheer squad member herself).
"You have to focus or someone will get hurt. We practice how to fall
because falling happens."
Which is why this outgoing group of students practices so hard
- to get it right, to do it well and to do it safely. Most of the women
were cheerleaders in high school and many were also involved in other
sports. Most of the men had no cheer experience but all had backgrounds in high school sports.
Dallas Reed, a junior communications major from Davenport,
Wash ., had no idea what lay in store. He went to the gym on campus
one day to work out, "but I went in the wrong door and got mugged
by a bunch of good-looking girls who asked me if I wanted to hang
out with them. Didn't take much time to decide."
The high school football player, wrestler and track athlete found
cheerleading a great way to stay in shape. "It's fun," he said, "kind
of like working out with girls instead of free weights."
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Brandon Sisson, a freshman business major from Dallas, Texas, is an airman in the Air
...

Force, stationed at Fairchild Air Force Base. "I get a little grief from the guys on the base
about this, but it's a real good way to stay in shape and good fellowship besides . Also,
it's harder than most people think."
Most of the men participate as a way of remaining fit, said Darin DeBolt, a senior
health and fitness major from Spokane. " I played four years of high school football, and
this is another way of being part of a team . Besides, I like the interaction with the fans ."
The women on the team see it as a next step. For those who were high school cheerleaders, cheering at the college level adds the dimension of stunts and greater athleticism .
Amy Marsh lain, a senior communications major from Mill Cree k, Wash ., said it was a natural
way to take the skills she developed in high school gymnastics and expand them further.
"But, really, the crowd involvement is the best part for me . I love the eye contact,
getting them involved in the games. It's also a great way to be involved in my university,"
said Amy, who will work in the retail division of the Universal Cheerleaders Association
in Memphis after graduation.
Eastern 's cheer squad is not officially a sport but is considered an activity or club,
though there are those in the nation seeking to elevate competitive cheering to varsity
status or to the hybrid " athletic activity " category. Eastern's cheer team does receive a
small budget but largely relies on donations (such as proceeds from the tip jar at the
Eagle Athletic Assocj ation's beer garden at games), sponsorships and on numerous fundraising activities.
They are pretty spectacular ambassadors for the University, appearing at community
events, early-morning promotions on television, at pre-game events at the University president's home and at fan fest, marching in parades, participating in food drives and more,
according to Pam Parks, Eastern 's associate athletic director.
"They are part of the vision of what Division I athletics looks like, part of the package, "
she said. "They entertain, generate crowd participation - which lets the teams on the field
know they are appreciated - and they are a great example of young people at Eastern who
are fierce about what they do, work hard at it and do it well .
"It wouldn 't be the same for us without them."

A Two-Sport Man

M

uhammad Shamsid-Deen, a defensi~e
Sky Conference championship Eaigles
often wears another uniform durin,g

...,.,..i,,,._'- t-h

I

- that of a cheer squad member.

i

"I wandered into cheer practice one day
and one of the girls asked me if I thought I
could toss her in the air," said Muhammad.
" I said I thought I could do that. She told
me to try it. I did. And I'm still doing it."
Okay, his first motivation, he admitted,
was to spend time with a lot of girls, but
he found out after a while that he excelled
at the athletic elements of cheering and
enjoyed developing new moves - like lifting a partner from the ground, tossing
her in the air and catching her by her
feet. Cheering became his second sport
at Eastern .
"I got good at it and enjoyed sparking the crowd," said the senior interdisciplinary studies major from Spanaway, Wash ., whose cheer squad high

~~ .

point was at last year's NCAA Division

.

. .

--

...

I Men's Basketball Tournament in Kansas City. "Now, that was a lot of fun ."
His athletic abilities on the cheer squad
have been noticed, so much so that the Universal Cheerleaders Association offered him
a tryout for a position with its summer camp
programs.
He's had great moments in football, too,
like the team's comeback from a 31-1 O deficit
at the half against Montana State this year to
win the game, and with it, the Big Sky Conference championship . Other football memories
are, well, kind of interdisciplinary - like during
summer football practice when Coach Paul
Wulff wanted to teach the new freshmen Eastern's fight song . He called on Muhammad.
" Coach says I'm just the right two-sport
athlete to do that, " Muhammad said.
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After the Big Sky Conference win against Montana State.

This fall, Eastern will begin offering a four-year electrical
engineering degree, the first of Washington's public comprehensive universities allowed to do so. Normally the purview
of the state's major research universities, the EE degree is a
perfect fit within Eastern's new School of Computing and
Engineering Sciences .
The school - which opens in fall 2005 in a new $25 million state-of-the-art facility - houses disciplines in computer
science, technology and physics . Its driving philosophy is to
marry hardware and software disciplines to produce graduates with the interdisciplinary skills valued in the technology
and engineering fields .

Home of the new School of Computing
and Engineering Sciences.

The school's combinations and possibilities are very intriguing and further the University's mission as a major driver in the progress of the Inland Northwest, said Dr. Stephen M.
Jordan, Eastern's president: "For example, electrical engineering paired with our cyber security offerings in computer
science can create the right environment to help jump-start a cyber security industry in our region ."

The Nov. 2 general election produced drama, tension and high expectations for the entire nation - none of it more greatly concentrated than in
the Multi-Purpose Room of the EWU Pence Union Building. That's where
the Associated Press set up its Western Election Center, and where more
than 200 Eastern students worked at banks of computers collecting
election returns from 22 states across all American time zones .
"This was our largest center for reporting election results and by far
the most important in terms of the results and their political impact,"
said Ann Joyce, director of the AP Data Center in Spokane . Election
results from such battleground states as Ohio, Pennsylvania and Iowa
were reported through the Western Election Center at Eastern.
"In addition to the civic and educational experience our students
got through participating in the political process this way," said Steve
Blewett, director of the EWU Journalism Program, "the kind of visibility
it brought to Eastern is very significant.
"Eastern put a wide footprint out into the world for all the people
who subscribe to the Associated Press (there are 5,000 radio and TV
stations and 1,700 newspapers worldwide served by AP). Additio ~ally,
the AP Television Network provided live broadcasts to such outlet s as
the BBC and even to Beijing from the center."
This was the third time AP set up its Western Election Center at Eastern, first housing it on campus for the 2000 general
election and again in 2002.
"We were very pleased to return to Eastern because of the technical expertise they provide, the workable space and
the good quality of students we were able to hire to work in the center," Joyce said. "It was a no-brainer to come back
to Eastern again ."
Eaglegram continued on page 22
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By Stefanie Pettit

If you can read thiJ, thank a teacher.
~ AnonymoLM teacher

hank you.

nated by their students, selected by an EWU panel of educators,

Our teachers give to the nation in very

received gifts from a growing list of program sponsors, featured on

significant ways, educating and helping

KHQ and celebrated at surprise awards assemblies at their schools .

to shape each new generation of Americans,
but the service they provide doesn't usually
bring a lot of accolades.

"It was the single greatest honor I ever received as a teacher
because it was student-generated," said Chris Vogel, a special education teacher at Evergreen Elementary School's Developmental
Learning Center in the city of Spokane Valley and EWU's Septem-

Since beginning a Teacher of the Month recognition program

ber 2002 Teacher of the Month. "A lot of teachers go through

in 1987, Eastern has been trying to do something about that,

their whole careers without something like this. It's had quite a

trying to find additional ways to say thank you . And so, another

profound impact."

tradition of honoring teachers began this past fall.

As special as the Teacher of the Month program continues to

As an institution that was created with a mission of educat-

be, Chris thought there might be a way to expand on it and at

ing students for careers in the classroom, Eastern has grown from

the same time pay homage to Eastern's normal school roots. "I

the state's first normal (teacher preparation) school to becoming

thought of the slogan 'We're Eastern, we're normal,' but I didn't

a research-intensive, multi-faceted university with an intellectual

think that would get very far," he said with a smile.

reach far into the future. But it's always about teaching .

Then, it came to him on the football field - in the stands, actu-

"Teachers are the most unheralded people in our community,

ally, as he was watching a spring scrimmage at Eastern. Why not

yet they hold our futures in their hands," said Lon Lee, president

invite the current-year Teachers of the Month plus all past hon-

and general manager of Spokane's KHQ-TV, which has been a

orees to a regular-season tailgate party, host them at a football

partner in Teacher of the Month since the beginning .

game and have a reception at the Cheney Normal School Heritage

The nearly 200 Inland Northwest teachers who have been
honored through the Teacher of the Month program were nomi-
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Center (one-room schoolhouse)?
And so - with the considerable help of the EWU Education De-

partment - a new annual

bur-Creston School Co-op, was nominated by student Lindsey

tradition of teacher recog-

Llewellyn and five others who wrote of their teacher's innovative

nition began at the Sept.

teaching methods, including having the class perform Spanish lan-

25 EWU-ldaho State foot-

guage plays. They noted that although their teacher is wheelchair-

ball game last fall. Chris'

bound, she arrives early and leaves late to be available for students

daughter Ava, 11, even

who need special help.

sang The Star Spangled

"These teachers don't seek the limelight, but we know how

Banner on the field before

meaningful it is for them when we do say thank you," Betsy

the game began.

Clewett said.

Traditions start small,

A gregarious man with a robust sense of humor, Chris Vo-

then grow, said Chris, who

gel is quite serious when it comes to the importance of teach-

earned his B.A. in educa-

ing. Adds fellow Teacher of the Month honoree (March 1997) and

tion from Eastern in 1989,

EWU alumnus Jim Culverwell ('88, B.A. education, '95, M .Ed .), a

played on the Eagles 1985 champion football team, the same one

mathematics and economics teacher at Jenkins High School north

that Bentley Williams played on. (See Bentley's story on page 6.)

of Spokane:

"In the spirit of full disclosure, I actually was a wide receiver on the

"Teaching is my fourth career. I was a Navy and airline pilot, an

scout team, the one that the first-team defense played against in

accountant and a wildlife officer. I was one of those people who

practice," Chris said.

thought 'those who can, do; those who can't, teach .' I was wrong.

"It is a pleasure to further honor our Teachers of the Month
with this expanded recognition," said Elizabeth Clewett, chair of

I came to teaching later in life, and I love it.
"I saved the best for last."

'
the EWU Education Department. "Over the years, their poignant
and inspiring stories honor our heritage ."
Past and present students from Inland Northwest schools may nominate

Here are two among many such stories:

a teacher for Tea cher of the Month by contacting Sandy Domitrovich at

In April 1995, Chuck Ricevuto, a teacher at Oroville High

(509) 359-6492 or by mail:

School, was selected based on a letter from former student Robert

Teacher of the Month, EWU

J. Burks, who was an officer with the Wilbur Police Department.

312 Williamson Hall
Cheney, WA 99004-2458

He wrote: "It's almost 1O years later, and I am still living by many

Anyone interested in working on the autumn recognition event for teachers

of the principles Mr. Ricevuto taught me."

also may contact Sandy.

In April 1996, Jean Robinson, a Spanish teacher in the Wil-

Chuck Ricevuto

Jean Robinson

Jim Culverwell

Teacher of the Month - April 1995

Teacher of the Month - April 1996

Teacher of the Month - March 1997

www.ewu.edu

EAA Recognizes One of the Best
The Eagle Athletic Association (EAA) has presented Thorne Tibbitts with the second annual
EAA Lifetime Dedication Award for his outstanding contribution to athletics at the University.
Thorne, owner of the Tomlinson Black Real Estate Company-Cheney/Medical Lake, is one of
those people whose dedication to Eastern's student-athletes goes back to his 17 years teaching
and coaching at the University beginning in the early 1960s and extending up through today,
giving of his time, talent and resources, said Curly Rousseau, EAA president.
In the 1960s, Thorne, an EAA member since its inception in 1984, helped organize the
annual KJRB All-American basketball game between the Spokane radio station's players and
Eastern employees, with proceeds benefiting student-athletes. And now, he leads an EAA
fund-raising team that consistently nets the highest donations for Eagle athletics.
"Thorne is one of those individuals who doesn 't seek recognition, " Curly said . " He is a
behind-the-scenes person who knows what it takes to help provide scholarship and other kinds
of support for student-athletes. He recognizes the good things these young men and women
I

•

I I•

•

do, both on and off the field, and wants to support that. "

I•

Quarterly Eastern Edge networki ng luncheons now connect the University with
alumni and business people over topics of mutual interest.
The Feb. 1 Eastern Edge - "Technology Transfer from Spark to Fire" - drew
an audience of more than 150 for an engaging look at how greater cooperation
between industry and local universities could help Spokane become the next Silicon
Valley. Featured speaker was Harm-Jan Steenhuis, EWU assistant professor of operations ma nagement and author of the EWU Institute for Public Policy and Economic
Analysis monograph Technology Transfer Analysis of Inland Northwest Research.
The next Eastern Edge networking luncheon takes place May 24 in Spokane,
with the focus on "CSI Spokane." Peter Bilous, director of Eastern's Forensic Science
Program, and Sarah Keller, professor of anthropology and a sought-after forensic
consultant, will explore the fieldwork and laboratory components involved in crime
scene investigation. Information will be available at www.ewu .edu/easternedge.

Iraqi Educators Arrive this Spring
Zanta

,,_,..,.

~\{

Eastern will be hosting two delegations of Iraqi educators this year as part of a project to improve
education in Iraq . Ten Iraqi secondary school administrators will come to Eastern this spring for
intensive training in leadership skills, and 14 secondary education and English as a foreign language (EFL) teachers arrive in the summer to learn innovative methods to help them become more
effective language teachers.
The University received a $400,000 grant from the U.S. State Department to lead this Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs 2005 Iraqi Administrator and Teacher Training Project. It follows last year's successful U.S. Agency for International Development initiative that brought 11
Pakistani educators to campus for focused study and training to improve education in Pakistan .
Earl Gibbons, executive director of the EWU Division of Educational Outreach, noted that
projects such as these further Eastern 's role as a leader in international education.
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Crime Lab to Open in March
The

Washington

State

Patrol

(WSP)

Crime Lab is scheduled to move into
a new $11 million facility on Eastern's
campus in March. The 35,000-squarefoot building situated off Washington
Street - and adjacent to the recentlyopened Washington State Digital Archives Building - "provides a great opportunity for our scientists to work with
academia in a state-of-the-art facility,"
said Kevin Fortney, WSP Spokane lab
manager.
The facility's location also benefits
WSP Crime Lab, where the real CSI work will be done.

I
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Eastern by providing easy access to
guest lecturers from the WSP, greater
access to local internships and collab -

orative research projects for both faculty and students with WSP scientists, said Peter Bilous, director of Eastern's
new Forensic Science Program. The program, which was begun in January 2003, prepares students to become
laboratory scientists in the forensics area and is an option within the baccalaureate chemist ry degree at the University. Already, about one-third of Eastern's chemistry majors are expressing interest in the forensic science option .

A Free Ride to College
When Eastern began a pilot project offering free ridership on Spokane Transit buses
in 2003-2004 for EWU students, faculty
and staff, ridership increased 35-40 percent over the previous year.
The project - funded jointly by the
University,

EWU

Parking

Services

and

the Associated Students of EWU - continues proving its value again this year, with
ridership up yet another 10 percent.
At first thought to be a benefit primarily for people commuting to Cheney, it
turns out that Cheney-based students are
taking the bus into Spokane in significant
numbers for shopping, the movies and
other entertainment as well.
Many have reported that it reduces
their overall costs of attending Eastern and
decreases their need to have a car. Parking pressures in Cheney have reduced , as have the number of single-occupancy
vehicles traveling back and forth between the two cities.
Eastern is seeking a source of permanent funding for the popular program .

www.ewu .edu
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While Walt served Eastern for 42 years as a faculty member and chair of the
Department of Applied Psychology, the University provided him opportunities to flourish with invaluable sabbaticals and world travel. The Powers'
three sons earned degrees from Eastern. Now their granddaughter Dulcy is
an EWU junior majoring in psychology.
Walt and Myrt have contributed generously to The Walt Powers Scholarship
Fund, established by Walt's colleagues upon his retirement. And since 2003,
they have donated 30 signed and numbered Norman Rockwell lithographs
from their prized collection - one of America's largest private collections.
By working with the EWU Foundation to spread out their gifts of appreciated
property, Walt and Myrt are giving from their hearts - and their heads. In
addition ·to the rewards that come from knowing their gifts will enhance the
lives of EWU stude.nts for generations to come, they are enjoying donor tax
advantages in their'lifetime.

Eastern Washington University

For more information, contact:

EWU Office of Planned Giving
127 Hargreaves Hall
Cheney, WA 99004-2413
Gayle Ogden, J.D.

(509) 981-4496
Gayle.Ogden@mail.ewu.edu
Judy Rogers
(509) 359-6963
Judith.Rogers@mail.ewu.edu

2000-2004
'03 Jeff Boekelman, B.A.B. management
information systems, is an analyst at Weyerhaeuser Corporation headquarters in Federal Way, Wash.

'01 Aaron Olson, B.A. psychology, a guard
on the Eagles basketball team 1999-2001,
played in the Summer Olympics in Athens
for the New Zealand men's basketball team.
He now resides in Whitehorse, Canada .

'99 David Bienus, B.S. biology, is a senior research technician with the National Cancer Institute at the Frederick Cancer Research Facility
in Frederick, Md. He lives in Sandy Ridge, Pa.
'92 & '85 Jack Marchant, M.Ed . school ad-

ministration and B.A.E . physical education,
recently received his Ph .D. in educational
leadership from Washington State University and now coordinates the Professional
Certification Program for WSU Spokane.
'91 Jeff Stannard, B.A. communications, is

a recruitment manager for Kraft Foods in
Seattle. He and his wife '91 Leslie (DuMont)
Stannard, B.A.B . business administration,
live in Kent, Wash ., with their children.
'90 Dale Gredler, B.A. urban and regional

planning, was recently appointed to the
U.S. State Department Foreign Service; he
lives in Washington, D.C.

'84 Julie Grazian, B.A. marketing, was
'89 Sonia Arevalo-Hayes, B.S. organiza-

tional and mass communications, was appointed by Gov. Gary Locke to the Bellingham Technical College Board of Trustees.
She is director of student outreach services
at Western Washington University, and she
and her husband '88 Thomas Hayes, B.A.
urban and regional planning, own a small
business in nearby Blaine - T.C. Trading
Co., a federal inspection station for imported meat and poultry and a cold storage
warehouse and distribution center serving
Canadian and U.S. businesses.
'87 & '83 Carla Mclane, M.B.A. and B.A.

marketing, recently changed careers and is
now working in Oregon land use planning,
serving as planning director for Morrow
County in rural northeast Oregon . Carla is
a resident of Umatilla, Ore .
'86 Rebecca Conry, B.A. chemistry, was

granted tenure at Colby College, Waterville, Maine, where she has taught general and inorganic chemistry since 2000.
Rebecca has also conducted research in
the areas of bioinorganic and organic
metallic chemistry and has received
research funding from the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes
of Health, Research Corporation and the
American Chemical Society-Petroleum
Research Fund.

elected to the Coronado Unified School District Board of Trustees, Coronado, Calif.
'80 Mike Parker, M.A. physical education,

is superintendent of the Concrete (Wash .)
School District, and his wife '82 Bobbi Parker, B.A. reading, is a resource room teacher
in Sedro Woolley, Wash. Mike was on Eastem's football team, 1971-72, and Bobbi was
a student athletic trainer at Eastern.
'80 Barbara Thiry, B.A. early childhood

education, recently began her 24th year
teaching first grade for Washington's
Almira-Coulee-Hartline School District. Her
daughter Erica is a sophomore at EWU pursuing a teaching degree.

'70s

_

__ _ _

'79 Curt Didier, B.S. industrial technology,

is the owner and operator of an 1,800-acre
custom farming business in Eltopia, Wash.
'79 Sewart Nordal, B.A. marketing, was

re-elected president of the board for the
Kitsap Community Development Program
in Washington's Kitsap County, a revolving
loan fund for start-up and expanding businesses. He lives in Poulsbo, Wash.
'77 James Walters, B.A.E . English, has been
teaching in a private high school for 26
years . Head of the English Department at
O'Dea High School in Seattle, he recently
adopted twins from China .

'93 Jeni McNeal, B.S. physical education, was a director

Jeni McNeal at the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens.

of physical preparation for centralized training for the U.S.
diving team at the 2004 Summer Olympic Games in Athens. As part of the Sport Science and Sports Medicine Team
(a group of professionals in nutrition, medicine, physical
therapy, sport psychology and biomechanics), she oversaw
strength and power training and flexibility of the athletes.
She continues in that role and will be making four to
six visits a year to the centralized training site in Indianapolis
to evaluate and coordinate training and competition schedules in preparation for the 2008 Summer Olympic Games
in Beijing. (The rest of the time, she coordinates training
prescriptions over the Internet.)
In addition to her Olympics responsibilities, Jeni McNeal,
who earned a Ph .D. in exercise physiology from the University of Utah in 2000, is an associate professor in the EWU
Department of Physical Education, Health and Recreation,
where she serves as graduate program director.

www.ewu .edu

25

'76 & '72 Wilma (Kosonen) Alkire, M.A.

reading specialist and B.A. speech communication, teaches at Black Lake Elementary
School, and her husband '76 & '72 William
Alkire, B.A. urban and regional planning
and B.A. child development, served as Gov.
Locke's director of policy and legislation .
They live in Lacey, Wash.

instilling many of the values and lessons
that are important in his life. As a result,
they made a gift to the EWU Foundation
in Dean Chertok 's Memory.

'60s
'67 David Pietz, B.A. general business, is

owns and operates Alaskan Adventure
Charters, an Alaska fishing charter business
in Soldotna, Alaska.

president of the Albuquerque Unit of Interfaith Hospitality Network, a nonprofit
organization helping homeless families in
New Mexico. He is also an environmental
consultant for Eveready Battery Co.

'72 Dan Carper, B.A. sociology, is a part-

'61 Mescal Greer, M.A. special education,

ner in the New York City-based investment firm Lord Abbott, LLC. He and his
wife Margie, w ho also attended Eastern,
visited with EWU President Stephen Jordan last fall and gave credit to the late
Jeffers Chertok, dean of the EWU College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, for

has written two children's books and is currently living in Petaluma, Calif.

'76 Mike Hopley, B.A. physical education,

'50s
'54 Joe Dickinson, B.A. English, and his

'98 Sandra Marchand, B.S. applied psycholo-

planning, and Caroline West, Oct. 9, 2004. He
works for the U.S. Foreign Service and will be
stationed in Jakarta, Indonesia, in May.

gy, and '95 Aaron T. Stenhoff, B.A. business
administration . She works at Indiana University-Purdue University-Indianapolis and he is
working at American Trans Airlines.

mass communication , and Jason Smith,
June 2004; living in Pine Grove, W.Va .
'93 Katrina Glass, B.A. history, and Alfred

Parise, April 3, 2004. She is an Army major
living at Fort Leavenworth, Kan.
'96 Erica Miner, B.S. dental hygiene, and
'96 Chad Larsen, B.A. psychology and read-

ing certificate, Oct. 30, 2004. She is a dental hygienist and he is a teacher at Meridian
Middle School, Bellingham .
'96 Todd Aalbu, B.S. human biology, and '95
Tamsie Lundberg, B.S. physical education,

April 3, 2004. He works at a physical therapy
clinic in Lake Stevens and she works in the
Marysville School District in Snohomish.

'99 Matthew Zuchetto, B.A. government,

and Elisabeth Wright, Sept. 4, 2004. He is an
attorney in Spokane .
'99 Ben Willey, B.A. communications, and
'97 Jen Heidal, B.A. liberal studies, Oct. 2,

2004. He works at World Affairs Council in
Seattle and she works in public relations for
Nordstrom.
'00 Kimberly Baird, B.A. reading, and Ryan

Yahne, July 24, 2004. She is a math teacher
at Glover Middle School in Spokane.
'01 Beverly Johnson, B.A. reading, and '01
Matt Williams, B.A. human resource man-

agement, July 31, 2004. She is a teacher and
he is a business analyst in Bellingham.

'96 Curtis Guy Eccles, B.A. English, and

'01 Linda Klein, MSW, and Michael Beard,

Kristina Marie Campbell, July 10, 2004. He
is employed at Woodland High School in
Castle Rock.

Jan . 17, 2004; living in Orofino, Idaho.

'97 Misty Sun Nichols, B.A. accounting,

and Sean Pierre Norman, July 24, 2004.
She is employed by Century 21 in Colville.
They reside Springdale .
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'40s
B.A. education, is
pleased to report that he and his wife Alma
try to play golf once or twice weekly in Yakima. His goal is to achieve a golf score equal
to his age, but the best he did in 2004 was
an 84.
'49 Gerald Carlton,

partner in the Pocket Sandwich Theatre,

'90 Dale Gredler, B.A. urban and regional

'92 Laura Pomeroy, B.S. organization and

the dinner theatre they formed 24 years
ago in Dallas, recently received the Dallas
Theatre League's Standing Ovation Award
for their outstanding contribution to the
Dallas theatre community. The Pocket
Sandwich Theatre is the only for-profit
theatre in Dallas. Joe retired several years
ago from his position in marketing services
at Texas Instruments, and his wife '56 Margaret, B.S. education, is a retired school
teacher. They live in Plano, Texas .

'02 Jennifer Brown, B.A. outdoor recre-

ation, and Jeff Baldwin, Aug. 14, 2004; living in Redmond.
'03 Lisa Wilson, B.A. reading , and EWU
student Keith Dunlop, Aug. 7, 2004. She is

a first-grade teacher at Medical Lake Elementary. He works for the Spokane School
District.
'03 Trevor Baker, B.A. general manage-

ment, and Jaidean Watson, June 28, 2004;
living in Spokane.
'03 Andria Assink, B.A. human resourc-

es and general business management,
and Troy Hively, Aug. 21, 2004; living in
Spokane.
'03 Elizabe~h Beer, B.A. art history, and

Chris Cowan, July 24, 2004; living in
Tacoma .
'04 Rachel Swinyard, B.A. general man-

agement, and Steve Schuerman, June 11,
2004; living in Spokane.
'04 Melissa Albert, B.A. elementary education, and Mike Nettleingham, Sept. 4, 2004;
living in Spokane.
'04 Laci Chipps, B.A. drug and alcohol

studies, and Brian Jamison, Oct. 9, 2004. She
works at YFA Connections in Spokane.
'04 Kimberly Rusch, B.S. communications,

and Toby Rose, July 10, 2004. She works at
Lamar Outdoor Advertising and he is an
account executive at Comcast television
advertising in Spokane.
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2000-2004

'50s

'02 Christopher Polinder, 25, B.A.B . finance
and management, died July 28, 2004, in his
hometown of Lynden, Wash . He was a member of Eastern's football team, co-captain in
2001 and First Team Division 1-AA All American center. He played arena football for the
Detroit Fury and Colorado Crush and had
begun work as a financial planner in Lynden
just prior to his death.

'58 Albert A. Koziuk, 76, B.A. industrial
technology, died Feb. 4, 2004. He served in
the Korean War and taught for 25 years in
Spokane schools, reti ring in 1982.

'82 Michael S. Edelblute, 48, B.A. management information systems, died Oct. 15,
2004, in Spokane. He had been a warehouse manager for Frito Lay and a quality
control supervisor for Ben Hogan Golf.
'81 Vincent Earl Abernathy, 53, MSW and
'79 B.S. psychology, died Oct. 14, 2004. He
had been a social worker in Spokane.

'60s
'65 Rose (Miller) Goodrich, 91, B.A. social
work, died Nov. 12, 2004, in Spokane. She
enrolled in college at age 47 to work toward
her degree and was a lifetime member of
Order of the Eastern Star.
'63 James V. Mohatt, 65, B.A. biology,
died July 4, 2004. He was a retired
environmental engineer, JVM & Associates,
Richland .

'54 R. Jerome Woody, 72, B.A. history and
'54 certificate-education, died April 29,
2004, in Rolla, N.D. He taught for many
years in North Dakota, working mostly
with American Indian children. He retired in
1992 .

'51 Arthur E. "Bud" Wright, 79, B.A.
elementary education, died Sept. 17,
2004 . The Coulee Dam resident was principal of Central School and Columbia
Junior High from 1954 until his retirement
in 1980, after which Central School was
renamed A.E. Wright Elementary. He is
survived by wife '51 Janice Wright, B.A.
elementary education .
'50 Roberta M. (Monroe) Griffith, B.A. education, died April 28, 2004 . A resident of
Ephrata, she retired from a position with the
Department of Corrections in 1990. Both of
her sons are Eastern graduates - '82 Richard and '84 Michael - as is her husband
'50 Fred, B.A. education and libera l arts .
'50 A. Russell Simons Jr., 76, B.A. industrial
technology, died April 13, 2004 . He taught
school in Tonasket unti I retirement.

'49 William J. Penhallegon, 79, B.A. mathematics and education, died March 7,
2004 . He lived in the Wenatchee area for
many years and chaired the Wenatchee Valley Community College Physical Education
Department for 20 years and initiated a ski
instructor/ski management program which
gained national recognition. He had been
living in Grand Junction, Col. , in recent
years .
'49 Jack Clifford Charles, 81, B.A. elementary education, died Sept. 5, 2004, in Yakima .
A WWII veteran, he attended Eastern on the
GI Bill and taught and was a school principal
for many years before retiring in 1978.

'39 Milton Martin (Sam) Wolsborn, 89, B.A.
education, died July 8, 2004 . The Gresham,
Ore ., resident had not retired and was presi dent of the Gresham Golf Course Inc. , a
course he built and opened in 1965, and
owner of Wolsborn Properties . Always active, he played golf four days a w eek while
vacationing in Arizona last winter.
'37 Abe Miller, 90, B.A. social science and
'51 M.A. counseling and development, died
Oct. 9, 2003. He retired after a career in
education in Portland in 1976 and moved
to Sun City, Ariz .

~I•· William Bill" Hoekendorf, 80, died Oct. 17, 2004, in Bellevue,
11

Bill Hoekendorf (1924-2004)
(photo from 1971 Kinnikinick)

Wash. He was dean of Eastern's College of Letters and Sciences, 1972-1989, and upon his retirement in 1989 was named
professor of economics emeritus and dean emeritus. He came to
Eastern in 1967.
During the time he served as dean, most of Eastern's science,
arts and social science faculty members were either hired or mentored by Bill Hoekendorf. Said Niel Zimmerman, special assistant to
the dean of the EWU College of Business and Public Administration :
"In addition to his tremendous influence on what is now Eastern's
senior faculty, he was an inveterate note taker. As a smoker, Bill
would keep cigarette-length pencils in his cigarette pack and would
remove one of those tiny pencils and take notes on everything."
Bill Hoekendorf had been a Fulbright Fellow in Japan, a civilian employee in post-WWII Japan and, while at Eastern, traveled to
Afghanistan, South Korea and Japan serving as a liaison in Eastern's
sister university programs.
Remembrances may be made to scholarship funds at Eastern c/o
the EWU Foundation.
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Faculty and Staff
Glen Fuglsby, 80, emeritus professor of
technology, died Jan. 12, 2005, in Mesa,
Arizona, where he and wife Hope had
moved . Know n for his love and creation of
boomerangs, he came to Eastern in 1966
and retired in 1989.
Keith Midgley, 78, emeritus professor
of education, died Jan . 1, 2005 . He first
came to the University in 1965 and served

for many years as head of the Audio-Visual Center. He retired in 1994 and lived
in Cheney.

Charles Bown, 71, emeritus professor
of finance, died Nov. 13, 2004 . He retired from Eastern in 1995 after 26 years
serving the University and had been living in Spokane.
Arie Nyman, 76, professor of psychology,
died Sept. 18, 2004. He emigrated from his

native Holland in 1955 and came to Eastern in 1967, retiring in 1990. He had been
living in Seattle. In addition to other survivors is his sister Emma Meissner, a retired
records analyst in Internal Audit at Eastern,
who resides in Cheney.

Donna S. Hanneman, 81 , died Nov. 17,
2004, in Spokane . She had been an adjunct associate professor of social work,
1980-90, serving in the rural education
internship program.

'30 Dorothy Terrell, 94, education certificate, '61 B.A. education, died
Oct. 7, 2004 . A founding member of Tawanka , a women's ambassador organization at Eastern, she taught in several central Washington schools before
retiring to Spokane and devoting herself to educating students about child
abuse, drug abuse and suicide prevention .
She was Washington State Retired Educator of the Year in 1993 and recipient of the EWU Outstanding Service Award in 1984 and Distinguished
Alumnus Award in 1989. She was a member of the EWU Foundation Board of
Directors in 1986. The Centennial Album published by the EWU Press in 1982
was dedicated to her.
The Tawankas were active as an organization 1926-59 and founded the
Tawanka Alumni Association in 1953 . Nearly three dozen of the surviving
members continue to meet monthly.
Early on , the Tawankas established a scholarship fund that continues today,
awarding $2,400 this year to Eastern students majoring in education or other disciplines focusing on children. The first scholarship of $10 was awarded in 1927.
Memorial contributions may be made to Tawanka Scholarships c/o the
EWU Foundation.

Jeffers Chertok, 60, dean of the EWU College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences, died in Spokane Oct. 5, 2004, due to complications from surgery.
His contributions over the course of 34 years at Eastern are many, including di recting a recent curriculum integration project, which married a
liberal arts base and specific career-focused tracks throughout his college .
This is providing a truly interdisciplinary and career-ready education for students and has drawn national attention.
Dean Chertok was planning to speak about the curriculum project at an
upcoming prestigious gathering of college educators in Washington, D.C.,
at the time of his passing .
He was a member of the first North American delegation of academics
invited to North Korea, a charter member of the Asian Studies Development
Program of the East-West Center in Hawaii and had been active in working
to internationalize the academic experience.
The University has heard from many of his former students, who have
shared their heartfelt sense of loss and remembrances of the difference he
made in their lives (see '72 Dan Carper, page 26).
The Chertok family requests that if anyone wishes to make a memorial
co ntribution in his name, that it be directed to the College of Social and
Be havioral Sciences Dean's Excellence Fund, EWU Foundation .
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n the late 1990s, the Washington Legislature gave the governor authority to appoint a student to the
governing boards of the state's public colleges and universities. Katie Moffitt of Pasco is the current
student member of the EWU Board of Trustees. There have been six before her. Here's an update:

1998-99
Aaron Gutierrez of Bothell, B.A. philosophy 1999 and M.PA. 2002. He is a student
at the University of Oregon School of Law in Eugene, Oregon, with a goal of becoming
a civil and human rights attorney
"Right around the time I became a trustee, EWU President Dr. Jordan invited me into his
office and said, 'Do you realize you outrank me?' I said, 'I know that, but I'm still having
trouble coming to grips with it.' He looked me right in the eye and said, 'Well, get over it,
because people are counting on you.' I knew right then it was time to put up or shut up.
I think of that day every time I feel overwhelmed - which I can assure you has happened
several times since starting law school ."

1999-00
Melisa Dybbro of Bremerton, B.A. interdisciplinary studies 2000 (M.A. higher
education administration, State University of New York-Buffalo). Since 2002, she
has been an assistant director for Student Life at the University of Vermont,
Burlington, Vt.
"I recall Dr. Brian Levin-Stankevich (EWU vice president for Student Affairs at the t ime,
now Eastern's provost) calling me while I was at my student job in Eastern's Foundation Office to congratulate me on being accepted into the graduate program at his
alma mater. Students usually get a phone call from a faculty member in the graduate
program, but I was fortunate enough to hear it first from my mentor at Eastern. The
genuine care that EWU administrators had for my success was exceptional."

2000-01
Kelly Behne of Coulee City, B.A. outdoor recreation 2001, now living in
Skykomish, Wash . In the winter, she is a professional ski patrol/er at Stevens
Pass; in the summer, she is rock climbing director/trip leader for the Boy
Scouts of America, traveling to various locations in the country
"As a student trustee, I had the opportunity to see a different perspective
of the inner workings at Eastern. This has enabled me to look at each organization I work for from a broader view, which makes me a more valuable
employee, I believe . Now, as I begin to work out some of my own business
plans, I have found the knowledge I gained as a trustee even more invaluable."
Continued on page 30
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2001-02 .
Jenna (Tinkle) Williams of Spokane, B.A. English 2002 and M.A. English
2004. She is an adjunct faculty member in the EWU African American Education Progra,m. She was married in a ceremony held on campus to fellow Eastern
alumnus Patrick Williams ('98 B.A. education - English, '00 M.A. English), who
is a lecturer in the EWU English Department, and they have three sons - Josiah,
8; Zakkai, 16 months; and Hezekiah, 3 months.
11

I realized after serving on the Board of Trustees and earning two degrees at
Eastern, that I really wanted to stay here, to remain a part of Eastern. I've come
to see how the administration, faculty and everyone really care about the students. This is not a business-as-usual place, it's a place that genuinely works to
educate students .
11

2002-03
Kennet Phillipson of Kent, B.A. government 2003 . He is a second-year
law student at the University of California Berkeley School of Law, BerkeleY,
Calif.
11

I would not be at this law school right now if it wasn't for my expe r,ience 0 111,
the Board of Trustees. The perspective I gained and the people I met while serving on the Board have opened doors that were previously shut. I think: I gained
more from the University and the Trustees than I ever could give back. But,
hopefully, I will have the opportunity in the future to return to Eastern what it
has given me .
11

2003-04
Nicholas Peyton of Richland, B.A. marketing 2004 . He is a
graduate student at the Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs,
University of Washington, Seattle.
11

I remember the day after our NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament game in Kansas City last March, after the close game w ith
Oklahoma State, when their fans treated ASEWU President Jason
Clerget and me to a round of drinks to show their respect to our
school . I am proud to be an Eagle and very fortunate to have been
able to serve on the Board of Trustees."
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Perspective is changing -

refreshing itself, actually, as alumni magazines need to do in order

to stay crisp and relevant. With the fall 2005 issue, Perspective will come to you with a new
name and design. What will remain the same is that Perspective is for and about you, our
valued friends and alumni.
We're facing a hard reality also - rising printing and mailing costs in the face of a static budget. As a result, we will be reducing our
distribution list beginning with the fall 2005 issue. Some of you who have attended Eastern but are not degree holders will no longer
receive the magazine (though other Eastern communications will still come your way) .

If you are one of the individuals no longer to receive the magazine, your name will have asterisks(**) next to it on
the back cover mailing label of this issue.
But all is not lost. If those asterisks appear by your name, Perspective can still come your way at no cost to you - if you really do
want it. Here's how:
Check the mailing label for asterisks by your name. No asterisks, then no action needed. Asterisks present, then
please contact us by either filling out and returning the form below or sending an e-mail to : perspective@mail.ewu.edu
(please include your name and mailing address) to let us know you want to keep receiving Perspective. Remember, changes are
effective with the fall 2005 issue.
We'll remind you again in the spring/summer 2005 issue and provide another opt-in opportunity. Thank you .

~ p_ ~
Stefanie Pettit
Assistant Director of University Relations
Perspective editor

Angela R. Brown
Director of Alumni Relations

Stay in touch with your alma mater!

r-------------------------7
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Class Year _ _ _ _ _ __ Degree _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Is address new?

Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

News _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I have been identified as a person who may no longer be interested in receiving
Perspective, but I wish to remain on the Perspective mailing list _ __ (check here)

L _________________________ J
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Read about these, EWU' athletes on page 16.

If your name below has two asterisks (**) next to it, you may not be receiving Perspective much longer - unless you act!
See inside back cover for details.
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